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W hithoff-Chappel A uditorium  Named  
by Mary Schramm After Two D edicated  M issionaries
One of the interesting features 
of the Wisner Nursing Building is 
the Witthoff-Chappel Auditor­
ium. It is a comfortable room 
w ithEoft carpet, effective light­
ing, and good acoustics. Many 
Olivetians enjoy their classes in 
its atmosphere. A part of the 
auditorium frequently overlooked 
however, is the name itself, 
Witthoff- Chappel.
The names Witthoff and Chap­
pell belong to two women cur­
rently serving as missionaries in 
MaharashtraBlndia. Both ladies 
are directly connected with Oliv­
et’s history. Geraldine ChappelM 
R.N/j a native of Decatur, Illinoil| 
took her undergraduate work at 
Olivet, while Evelyn Witthoff, 
M.Dfeis an honorary alumna. The 
Doctor of Humane Letters was 
conferred upon her in 1969, dur­
ing Olivet’sftommencement ex­
ercises. The real inspiration of 
their livesHhowever, is not con­
tained in the matter of their 
degrees or college affiliation, but 
rather in their dedication to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. To appreciate 
their dedication, we need to look 
back to November 1941.
In that year, two excited mis­
sionary Candidates boarded the 
liner President Grant at San Fran­
cisco. Dr. Witthoff and Nurse 
Chappel t along with Bl2 other 
passengers, were anticipating their 
flruise to India. The thrill of 
answering God’s call became more 
intense as the coastlin e  of the 
United States disappeared in the 
distance. A stop was made at 
Pearl Harbor on their way to 
Manila, “ the Pearl of the Orient” . 
Each day brought them closer to 
India, until the news came that 
Pearl Harbor had been bombed by 
the Japanese.
Their plans were suddenly al­
tered. Their ship, anchored at 
Manila Bay, was soon evacuated 
when the Japanese began their 
bombing raids. Dr. Witthoff, and 
Nurse Chappel, between air-raids,; 
helped to care for the wounded. 
Both prayed and were convinced 
that God would see them safely 
to India. However, Nurse Chap­
pell wrote in their book, Three 
Year’s Internment in Santo 
Tomas, «S in ce  then we have 
learned that a Christian is not 
always spared the unpleasantness 
simply because he prays,1’
In 1942, Manila fell to the 
advancing Japanese. Along with 
500 others, the two miCionaries 
were placed in Villamour Hall, a 
makeshift ¿concentration^;amp. 
Later, after being interviewed,
they were transferred to Santo 
Tomas, an old Spanish University. 
For three years, this internment 
camp was “ hom eB and a rather 
crowded one at that. Dr. Whitt- 
hoff explains a few of their feel­
ings after one year of internment, 
“ Then Bataan fellBand later 
Corregidor. How discouraged we 
felt thenBand yet no one dared 
voice h ifl fears, for it was s f l  
essential to keep up our morale. 
We had lived on rumors for a 
year, what would this year hold® 
Would this be the year of our 
release? Oh! surely it would be, 
we thought, as we faced our 
second year of internment.”
Both Dr. Witthoff and Nurse 
Chappel suffered physically dur­
ing this time. Dr. Witthoff con- 
tractedi.-chronic amoebic, dysen­
tery. Her future w i |  uncertain 
but God answered prayer. His 
sustaining strength was also felt 
by Nurse Chappel during her 
acute illn e ^ H
The Japanese military took 
over the entire administration of 
the camp in 1944. Severe food 
rationing was enforced and the 
quantity was gradually reduced to 
the starvation point. A pound of 
milk wa^rationed out among 
three people at ^Bteaspoons a 
day to make it last a month. The 
systematic decrease in food forced 
people to eat ca tB d o g S  pigeon® 
tree roots and flowers. The situa­
tion was desperate. Bériberi and 
malnutrition began taking their 
toll of lives.
The hope for survival dimmed. 
Dr. Witthoff statesB “ A shadow 
of fear passed through our minds 
as we wondered if we could sur­
vive until our forces reached 
Manila.”  But in 1945, American 
troops did reach Manila. After a 
siege of artillery firing, followed 
by release and a period o f recup­
eration and waiting, the time 
finally arrived for them to return 
to the United States.
Reflecting on their internment, 
Dr. Witthoff wrote, “ God has 
been so good to us. He had 
taught many lessons during our 
years of imprisonment. There 
had been many hard places, but 
He had given us a lot of friend® 
He had taught us to appreciate 
the seemingly small things of life. 
He^had made His word more 
precious to us than it had ever 
been before, and above all I 
realized as I never had before that 
no outward circumstances can 
defeat the Christian.”
The lives of Dr. Witthoff and 
Nurse Chappel should be a source 
of inspiration to every student on 
campus, particularly to the nurs­
ing students'" as they study to 
fulfill God’s mission in their lives. 
We carBsay with them, “Who 
shall separate us from the love of 
ChristB Shall tribulation, or dis- 
tre sB  or p|pffl:ution, or fam in g  
or nakedne® or peril, or sword?
. . .Nay, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through 
Him that loved usiSfil
NNC Church Pastor 
To Speak At Revival
Rev. Gerald Johnson, pastor of 
College Church at Northwest 
Nazarene CollegeB at Nampa, 
Idaho, is the speaker for our Fall 
Revival at Olivet.
The Rev. Johnson served 
churches in California and Oregon 
before becoming college pastor.
The Johnsons were sent to 
open the work o f the Church 
of the Nazarene in E u rop®  
Fifteen churches were established 
under his leadershipBwith most 
of them in Germany.
“ Jerry”  is a very interesting, 
warm and personable speaker. 
He is in demand inBamps, youth 
meetings, and servicemen® 
groups?' He is the author of 
the book, Let’s Go Dutch, 
telling the thrilling story o f the 
opening of doors to Europe.
The first Kervice o f the 
college revival will begin with
'Founders1 Day' to Acquaint 
People With O N C s History
In the mid-fifties Olivet 
was beginning to grow with 
rapidity. We had a new 
Memorial Library. We had 
gained accreditation with 
North Central. We were 
launching a ten-year develop­
ment program.
There were new faculty 
and staff who were unin­
formed about Olivet’s origin.
The story was unknoWn to 
most of the students. Con­
sequently, there was a grow­
ing feeling on behalf of the 
leaders of Olivet that we should acquaint the new Olivet 
with its historical heritage. Mary Nesbitt, first teacher of 
Olivet, was still living and for several years she came to the 
campus on the last Friday of September to rehearse some 
things about Olivet’s origin.
Each year we have observed Founders’ Day on the last 
Friday of September because Olivet opened its doors for the 
first time in late September, 1907. On that day we remem­
ber with pride and appreciation those founders who gave to 
us our wonderful college. On these occasions we have dedil 
cated new buildings as we are doing today. We have enter! 
tained the officers of the Chamber of Commerce. We have 
held open house and presented special programs. We have en ! 
joyed historical reviews of “ Old Olivet”  and the early days 
here in Bourbonnais after the move to Kankakee. We have 
heardBpeeches by Dr. C.S. McClain; General Superintendent 
Emeritus, Dr. Hugh C. Benner; former President, Dr. A.L. 
Parrott; and others. Each Founders’ Day highlights the 
present and the past and gives new meaning toilour Olivet” .
St. John to Relate 
Missionary Journey  
To Caribbean Isles
chapel on Monday morning. 
The evening services are con­
ducted at College Church at 
7:00, with pre-service prayer 
meeting at 6:30.
VariousBmusical groups on 
campus and at the church will 
provide special music each 
evening.
Student Mission Corps is a 
program of our church designed 
to allow college students who 
have an interest in world missions 
to become actively involved, and 
see for themselves what it’s all 
about, by spending eight weeks 
during the summer, on the 
missionfield, as a part-time staff 
member. You most likely have 
heard some of the stories that 
have been circulating our campus, 
and if you haven’t been too busy 
studying, perhaps you’ve learned 
some in Chapel.
This year MIA will pre­
senting the SMC’ers c a 
month, in Ludwig after ci. h on 
Sunday evenings, in an ir rmal 
atmosphere where they will be 
sharing their slides, impressions, 
and amusing incidents. It is the 
desire o f MIA that perhaps in this 
way the entire student body may 
realize the role of missions in 
1971, and especially the contri­
bution that they as young adults 
can make to turther tne outreach 
of the Gospel abroad.
This Sunday, Kelvin St. John 
will be sharing his experiences by
way of slides, music, and his 
personal originality. For those o f 
you who do not know him, he 
is a senior from Lansing, Michi­
gan, majoring in Religion.
T h iS  past summer he really 
had it rough in Trinidad, Tobago, 
and the Virgin Islands!!! (For 
those o f you who have never 
heard, these happen to be little 
paradises on the Caribbean Sea). 
Nevertheless, in spite ot beach 
partieB  surfing, sight-seeing and 
flying back and forth between 
the Islands, Kelvin managed to 
hold a W.O.W. (Workshop on 
Witnessing), teach conducting, 
preach several messages a day in 
revivals, take part in the musical 
“ Life,”  make a television appear­
ance, do some cleaning, painting, 
and varnishing in one of the 
churcheB and bring the mission­
aries’ view of American Christian 
youth un to date.
Needless to say, his view of 
missions was updated too, and 
this is what he will be sharing 
with you. So...come along on a 
free journey to these beautiful 
iropical island® tour guide pro­
vided...courtesy o f MIA.
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Olivet : Past, Present, and Future
BURKE ADMINISTRATION BU ILD IN GÜ ËNTER OF ONC
by Marlene DeYoung
For over half a century, God 
has helped Olivet grow. Septem­
ber 24, 197lBcommemorates the 
64th anniversary of the founding 
of Olivet Nazarene College. Dur­
ing those 64 years, Olivet has 
encountered and defeated many 
problems. Olivet’s founders had 
the will, but God showed the way.
It was 1907 when a group of 
people met in GeorgetownHlll- 
inois, to begin a Christian school 
for the education of their child-' 
ren. Within a year the school 
included both elementary and 
secondary levels of education. 
When the community changed its 
name to Olivet, Illinois, the 
school shared that name. In 1909, 
only two years later, a liberal 
arts college was added to the 
school under the name of Illinois 
Holiness University.
Olivet was not affiliated with 
a denominational group until 1912 
when the trustees agreed to give 
the college to the Church of the 
Nazarene. They were responsible 
for what the school is today. 
The nine members o f our first 
board of Trustees were: L. 
Milton Williams, F.E. R ichards! 
E.S. Judd, Joseph Conaday, Wm.
T. Richards, J.F . McCoy, H.C. 
Wilson, Q.N. Leneeve, and O.A. 
Nesbitt. These men, Olivet’s 
founding fa th e r *  certainly de­
serve our appreciation.
When the school became 
known as Olivet College a few 
years later, progress was already 
evident. By 1939, school enroll­
ment was nearly 300. The cam­
pus consisted of 5 brick struc­
tures spread over a 14 acre area. 
The first serious problem came in 
November of 1919 when fire des­
troyed the administration build-, 
ing. The building had not omy 
housed the classroomswbut also 
the library, laboratories, offic^H  
and chapel as well. After care­
ful consideration the trustees 
found it necessary to continue 
the future development o f the 
rapidly growing college in Bour- 
bonnais, Illinois. It was then that 
the school took on our present 
name o f Olivet Nazarene College.
Olivet moved to Bourbonnais 
in 1940, when the present campus 
was purchased from the Catholic 
Church. It consisted of 40 acres, 
valued at over $1,000,000.
Olivet now has 150 acres o f  
contiguous land, with only 60 
acreS  Deing presently utilized. 
Value has increased to nearly 
$13,000,000. In 30 years, enroll-
ment has grown from 376 in 
1940 to 2000 in 1970. The bud­
get has increased from $91,000 
in 1940 to $3,600,000 in 1970. 
Olivet’s building program has 
averaged $500,000 annually for 
the past 12 years.
The original 50 acres of cam­
pus in 1940 consisted of Burke 
Administration Building and 
Chapman Hall. Miller B usipefl 
Center and Birchard Gymnasium 
were added a short time l a ^ *  
Miller was the dining hall at that 
time. Later additions were Mem­
orial Library, Chalfant Hall, Will­
iams, McClain, Nesbitt and Parrot 
Halls (Women’s R esiden ts) Hills 
H allB  (Men’s Residence) Reed 
Hall of Science, Ludwig C e n t^  
Brodien Power Plant, and W iger 
Hall of Nursing.
The program has thus far been 
very successful. But Olivetians 
can look forward to even greater 
developments. Plans are still 
being made for a new chapel and 
fine arts building. It has not yet 
been decided whether these will 
be combined or separate. Also, 
students can look forward to a 
religion buildingHa home econ­
omics building, another dorm, an 
academic building and an exten­
sion to our present library. Forty 
acres have been set aside for an 
• athletic field, which will include 
a field house, baseball diamond, 
football field, and a track.
Olivet has furnished its stu­
dents with some of the best facili­
ties in the state. Through careful 
planning, cooperation, and the 
help of God, Olivet has been able 
to equip her students to function 
in society. Some of the greatest 
advancements are yet to come. 
All students have witnessed im­
provement during their years at 
Olivet. Those who will benefit 
the most are the freshmen who 
will have the opportunity to pro­
gress with these developments and 
use them to further enrich their 
education.
The new library will be the 
first noticeable achievement dur­
ing the next four years. BLearn- 
ing Resource Center”  are the key 
words here. Students will be able 
to dial into the library for tape 
lectures, and twenty-four hour 
service for computers will be 
available. And, greatest yet, there 
will be a marked increase in the 
reading material for references, 
information, and enjoyment. Our 
library will be just as ^rviceable
as the top libraries in the state.
Already completed are Reed 
Hall of Science and Wisner Hall, 
two important additions to the 
progress of Olivet. The need for 
a science building was imperative. 
Christian scientists who are dedi­
cated to the preservation of 
Christianity are needed. The add­
ition of the science building has 
fostered the need to hire new 
staff and buy new facilities. 
Many new fields in science are 
now being offered at Olivet. It 
is hoped that the school will be 
able to produce high-quality 
Christian scientists who under­
stand that all truth, scientific and 
religious, are of God.
Wisner Hall is the latest addi­
tion. It is dedicated to the field 
of Nursing. Olivet now has a 
four year, baccalaureate degree 
program offered in Nursing. Wis­
ner Hall offers the student excell­
ent learning facilities. There is a 
lecture hall, multi-purpose class­
rooms, laboratories, audio-tutorial 
equipped study carrels and closed
circuit T.V.
The community has aided the 
program by opening to our stu­
dents its homes, hospitals, public 
health agencies, nursing homes, 
schools,' and industry. The wards 
and clinics of two community 
hospitals, two psychiatric institu­
tions, and selected health agencies 
of the community constitute the 
main “ nursing laboratory” .
Olivetians, both students and 
alumni, can appreciate the ad­
vancements o f Olivet during the 
past 64 years. It has taken time, 
effort, money and struggle to 
reach the goal$, God has continu­
ally guided the school in : s ori­
ginal objectives, which is express­
ed in the motto: ‘^Education 
with a Christian Purpose.”
Founders Day will be cele­
brated this year through the dedi­
cation of Wisner Nursing Educa­
tion Building, our newest develop­
ment. On September 24,1971, at 
9 :30  a.m., there will be a special 
dedication service held in Chal­
fant Hall. Dr. Harold Reed will
Â
read the scripture and present the 
guests. The dedicatory sermofjj 
will be given by Dr. George Coul­
ter, General Superintendent ofl 
the Church of the Nazarene. Dr. 
Fred Hawk, Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees, has the ritual 
of dedication. Prayer of dedica­
tion and benediction will be given 
by Dr. W.E. Snowbarger, Vio£- 
President of academic affairs and 
Dean o f the College.
Immediately following the ser­
vice, there will be a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony. Representing the fam­
ily is Mrs. Gerett Wisner, Repre­
senting the Board of Trustees i |  
Dr. L.S. Olivet, and representing 
the Nursing faculty is Mrs. Mar­
garet Seelye. Special recognition 
will be given to builders and spec| 
ial guests. The nursing depart­
ment will be opened to the pub­
lic throughout the day.
Here is Olivet from its beginn­
ing until now. Let us pray that 
each year will bring more success
to our school as we continue to 
grow for the purpose of Christ.
■
The 01iw|t*lampus at Geog|g|gwn. The building on the right isjh e, 
Administration Building which was burned to a shell Nov. 198K1939, 
and provided the primary motivation for moving Olivet to Kankakee.
Reed Hall one of the la^H  addition s ^  OljysajS^fetinuallv gnawing campus.
The building was completed and dedicated on Sept. 29, 1966* as part of the ten-year 
development program.
